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This past Saturday was a very
full day. The new Seal Beach Fire
Station #48 open house and dedi-
cation was at 9 a.m., the 3rd
Annual Seal Beach Health Fair
was at the Shops at Rossmoor
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and the St.
Baldrick’s event at Hennesey’s on
Main Street ran that afternoon as
well.

What do all of these things
have in common? They are
demonstrations of businesses and
government working together to
produce improvements of the
quality of our lives and the lives of
others.  

Business PAYS and facilitates
many things in our city.

Millard Fuller said it well, “For
a community to be whole and
healthy, it must be based on peo-
ple's love and concern for each
other.”

Business plays a vital role in
that objective.  

Did you know that “shopping
local” helps the city pay for essen-
tial services?  Here’s how:

Under California sales tax law
“Bradley Burns” 1 percent of the
purchase price is returned to the
local government based upon
point of sale. 

Every time you shop local, our
city gets more revenue to pay for
services and projects—like street
paving or emergency services. 

In the city of Seal Beach budg-
et, this “local return” amounts to
over $4 million, of $26 million

budget.  On top of this, there are
license and use taxes—like busi-
ness license fees and the transit
occupancy tax (TOT).

One of the city’s top 25 sales
tax producers, Energy Tubulars,
recently announced their recom-
mitted to Seal Beach, signed a 40-
month lease.  

This is great news for our town! 
Good long-term business ten-

ants equal a stable, viable and
flexible form of revenue for Seal
Beach. Did you know that
Dendreon, a new manufacturing

B U S I N E S S  &  R E A L  E S T A T E

In
Business
Long Beach Arena 
welcomes robotics 
competition

Robots will invade the
Long Beach Arena, Friday,
March 26 and Saturday,
March 27. The competition is
presented by FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology).

Since 1989, the FIRST
Robotics Competition, has
staged competitions around
the country to help young peo-
ple discover the rewarding life
of engineers and scientists. 

The competition is com-
prised of short games played
by autonomous and remote-
controlled robots. 

The robots are designed
and built in six weeks, from a
common set of parts, by teams
of 15 to 25 high-school-aged
young people and a handful of
engineer-mentors. The stu-
dents remotely control the
robots in competition rounds
on the field. 

This event is free and open
to the public.

Los Al 50th Anniversary
Parade and Carnival 

The city of Los Alamitos’
50th anniversary carnival is
just around the corner and pre-
sale tickets for the carnival
rides are now on sale at the
Community Center. 

The carnival is scheduled
for Friday, March 26 through
Sunday, March 28 at Laurel
Park, on the corner of
Bloomfield and Katella.

The tickets are sold at the
Los Alamitos Community
Center, 10911 Oak St. Hours
are Monday through Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Fridays 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The 50th Anniversary cele-
bration will be held will be
held Friday, March 26, from
5-11 p.m., Saturday, March
27, from 11 a.m.-11 p.m., and
Sunday, March 28 from noon
–10 p.m.   The parade has over
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Business and government, working together in Seal Beach

An author on
Main Street
Owner of Main
Street Cyclery pens
book on how to start
your own business
BY DENNIS KAISER

Dave Dunton has packed a lot
of experience into his life.  

He’s an entrepreneur, having
opened the doors of his Main
Street Cyclery in Seal Beach on
Father’s Day 1997.

Before he got into the bicycle
business, Dunton worked for more
than 20 years as a biomedical
engineer. His job was to work on
ideas and development of medical
products. The work kept him busy
making sure all of the applications
and materials worked together and
the products were compatible to
work on human beings. Dunton
worked on projects such as creat-
ing pig and bovine parts that could
be used to fix human heart valves.

Dunton is also an athlete who
conquered cancer and went on to
complete the Ironman Triathlon.
He has faced down many chal-
lenges throughout his life, and has
found success regardless.

As Seal Beach resident for 26
years, Dunton has now added pub-
lished author to his list of accom-
plishments. He wrote his book,
“Build Your Own Damn
Mousetrap,” as a way of sharing
his experiences in overcoming
adversity.

“It’s really a primer on how to
get into and start your own busi-

ness,” Dunton said. “It contains
everything you need to know
about how to go out on your own.”

Dunton said he began his jour-
ney to become self-employed after
things in the bio-medical field
changed and he no longer felt
challenged and excited about his
work.

“That industry became com-
modity driven,” he said. “We kept

making the same products and had
to work on ways to keep the cost
down. It took all the fun out of it.”

“Once I turned 50 I decided I
did not want to work for anyone
else any longer,” he said. “I took a
year off and finished off my mas-
ter degree.”

Once Dunton found out Main
Street Cycles was for sale, he said
he jumped at the chance to buy the

shop at 135 Main St. After 10
years he moved the shop, now
called Main Street Cyclery, to its
current location at 317 Main St.
He said the shop has thrived based
on a commitment to good service
and quality merchandise.

“We have our niche,” he said.
“It’s been wonderful. Seal Beach
does a really good job of taking

AUTHOR AND ENTREPRENEUR: Dave Dunton, owner of Main Street Cyclery, is the author of “Build Your Own Damn
Mousetrap,” a book about what you need to know to start a business.
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care of the local merchants. They
know it’s important or we won’t
be here very long.”

Dunton said he likes to do
things in his own unique way.
Such is the case with his book.

“I didn’t want to write a boring
textbook,” he said.  “I wrote it so it
would be easy to understand and
have some depth to it.”

The book is somewhat autobio-
graphical as it traces Dunton’s
triathlon experiences, challenges
as a youth and eventually his move
into the bike shop business.

“I fell in love with the indus-
try,” he said. “That is a big part of
what makes it a success. And
that’s what people need when they
go into business for themselves.
They need passion.”

He said that about five years

ago people started coming to his
shop and asking about triathlon
training.

“I realized that part of being
successful is being able to last
long enough,” he said. “Yes, you
need good ideas going in, but you
need to stick to it.”

That is when he got the idea to
write down his thoughts on busi-
ness and they eventually were
incorporated into “Build Your
Own Damn Mousetrap.”

Dunton said that the book is
also a way for some people to real-
ize that they don’t want to go into
business for themselves.

“Some people are not right for
running their own business,” he
said. “They should realize that up
front and make informed deci-
sions. For example, let’s say you
are a guy with kids and people to
support. It may be too risky to go
into business.”

In addition, Dunton said he has

tried to make the book reader-
friendly by including humor and
keeping it entertaining.

“No one wants to read some-
thing that is boring,” he said. “I
think it is a good teaching tool and
I hope it helps people who read it.”

“Build Your Own Mousetrap is
published by Dorrance Publishing
Co., Inc, 701 Smithfield St.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15222. It is avail-
able online through Amazon.com
for about $18.

Book will also be available at
Main Street Cyclery.

For more information, call
(562) 430-3903, or send e-mail to
bikeshoponmain@gmail.com.
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Mousetrap
From page 25

LOOKING TO
ADOPT A CAT 

OR DOG?
Visit the Seal Beach Animal

Care Center at 1700 Adolfo
Lopez Dr., Seal Beach.

Call for hours of operation:
(562) 430-4993.
www.sbacc.org

center, is coming to the Boeing
Center and is creating nearly 500
biotech, management and light
manufacturing jobs? 

The Chamber of Commerce is
working with Dendreon to try to
fill some of those positions.

The Health Fair was the largest
ever with nearly 100 vendors and
close to 700 people who made it in
and through the sea of tents and
businesses.  

They were not just “hawking”
their wares, but providing infor-
mation, screenings and free serv-
ices to our residents and visitors. 

It helps drive traffic to those
merchants and the Shops at
Rossmoor shopping center partic-
ularly.  

We are proud of our synergy
with both the Los Alamitos and
Cypress Chambers of Commerce
who participated this year.

St. Baldrick’s at Hennesey’s
shaved over 100 heads, raised over
$15,000 for childhood cancer and
helped provide excitement in our
Main Street area, which all mer-
chants enjoy.  

Where did all of those fabulous
gift baskets come from? 

Our merchants.  It was remark-

able seeing what the event did for
those children who attended and
are affected—they were trans-
formed with joy and love.
Hopefully this will be an annual
event and something you might
attend in the future.

One of the issues our commu-
nity might wish to ask more clear-
ly is what kind of business do we
want in Seal Beach? 

Some years ago, there was a
proposal for a Costco—what kind
of sales tax revenue might that
have generated for our city?

All of this circles us back to
Fire Station #48. It was paid for by
our tax dollars and it is a credit to
our community. 

I would not suggest that only
business paid for it, but I would
say that business participated in it,
through taxes. We are proud of it,
and I am optimistic that all of us in
town are as well.

Finally, I would remind us all
that the TOT tax, again as a busi-
ness tax, went to provide
resources for the storm drain man-
agement improvements.  Based on
what I saw at the last City Council
meeting about flooding in
Bridgeport, we will need all the
funding resources we can get for
yet more storm drain improve-
ments.  Please remember to shop
local—it helps us all!

Chamber
From page 25

Rachael Yohai, a Los Alamitos
High School student, is reaching
out to assist kids in Africa with
their education and desire to learn
while earning the Girl Scout's
highest honor.   

Yohai headed up a week-long
pen drive at McAuliffe Middle
School the week of March 8-12,
2010.  With the support of the
McAuliffe students, she hopes to
collect and send over 12,000 pens
to three countries in Africa.
Adecco Employment Services has
pledged to cover the shipping
costs.

The Girl Scout Gold Award is
the highest award that a Girl Scout

14-18 may earn. Someone once
described the Girl Scout Gold
Award as being "what you really
want to be remembered for" in
Girl Scouting.  

Upon hearing that kids in
Africa beg for pens, Yohai knew
she had to help. 

Along with rallying the support
of her alma mater Middle School
student body,

Yohai will be eliciting the sup-
port of local businesses to collect
used and new pens of every type,
color, size and shape. 

She will be working with an
organization she volunteers for

Please see Pens,  page 27

Los Alamitos Girl Scout seeks to
strike gold with pens

DRE # 00779113

562•598•7210   800•BGORMAN
Re/Max College Park Realty

Fabulous Yale model 4 bedroom, 3 bath with 
bonus room. Totally Upgraded, Gourmet Kitchen 

overlooks entertainers backyard with pool, spa 
and fireplace. Call for your private showing

College Park East
4281 Birchwood Ave.

$869,000

Real Estate Professional

www.lauriecraig.com
surfinsb@aol.com

“Working Hard in Every Economy!”
(562) 493-2098

LAURIE CRAIG

“Your Neighbor in Seal Beach”

Laura Lindquist
Broker/Owner

311 Main St., Ste. 16
Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 897-0702

Lola Fama
Resident of College Park East 

for over 25 years.

Res: (562) 596-5847
Pgr: (562) 409-6136
E-mail: soldbylola@yahoo.com

“Professional Service With An Old Fashioned Touch”

COLLEGE PARK REALTY

License #00459446

10791 Los Alamitos Blvd. Los Alamitos

pat@pathaleonline.com

PAT HALE
Broker/Owner

311 Main St., Ste. 16
Seal Beach, CA 90740

(562) 773-3919

Fannie / Freddie Streamlines

• 105% LTV

• Loan Modification

• Debt Settlement

• Private Money Loans

• Credit Score Consulting

Lorette Murphree
562-397-1735
Lorette@homeloanonline.biz

Oceanfront on 59 ft. wide lot 
w/ 3 br, 1 full ba, 2.75 ba. Liv 
rm is light & bright w/ 16 ft. 
ceils & fplc, din & liv open to 
balcony on beach. Views. App. 
3,200 sq. ft. 20’ x 70’ garden. 
16461Pacifi cAvenue.com

Sunset Beach       Open Sun 2-5 $5,500,000

Susan Larison   
310.487.1360

Sports • Orthopedic • Work Injuries 

Robert J. MacDonald II

Gina Y. MacDonald

Doctors of Physical Therapy

Huntington Beach - 18800 Main St. #104 (714) 843-9077

Los Alamitos - 3771 Katella #200 (562) 799-8831

Seal Beach - 550 P.C.H. #203 (562) 493-5095

SUNSET PHYSICAL THERAPY
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